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Who I Am and Why I Am Here

• Environmental Lawyer and Professor In the Practice of Civil 
Engineering at Rice University

• Volunteered to help Paul Charles determine the status and options 
for the community to take action about this site

• Here to make a short presentation and have a discussion with 
affected citizens about what could be done in the future







Timeline

• June 2002 CES purchases 4904 Griggs Road –operated as an industrial and 
hazardous waste treatment facility

• 5910 Wayland and 4900 Griggs purchased in 2006
• 2005 to 2009 City of Houston responded to nuisance complaints
• Ben Hall Files Lawsuit 2009
• Bankruptcy August 2010
• Lawsuit settled in 2012
• Waste spillage 2014 led to EPA response action
• June 2015 site accepted into Voluntary Clean-up Program
• March 2016 PRP group site assessment report
• Next up – Response Action Plan (RAP)



Elements of EPA 2014 Response Action

Removal of materials that had flowed off-site
Flushing storm sewers
Removed oily materials from on-site ponded areas
Construction of berms to prevent further releases off-site
Repair of Security Fences
Removal and disposal of more than 3000 tons of waste materials 

from tanks, sumps, roll-off boxes, drums, totes and other 
containers

Visibly contaminated soils were removed to eliminate sheen on 
storm water



Photos From 
EPA Site 
Clean-up

https://www.epaosc.org/site/image_zoom.aspx?site_id=9216&counter=232703
https://www.epaosc.org/site/image_zoom.aspx?site_id=9216&counter=232702
https://www.epaosc.org/site/image_zoom.aspx?site_id=9216&counter=232701
https://www.epaosc.org/site/image_zoom.aspx?site_id=9216&counter=232700
https://www.epaosc.org/site/image_zoom.aspx?site_id=9216&counter=232704






Statement in Affected Property 
Assessment Report

Five test wells looking for chlorinated volatile organic compounds (CVOC)

Found tetrachlorethene, trichloroethene, cis-1,2-dichloroethene and vinyle
chloride @ concentrations
Higher than drinking water levels

Groundwater in site not used for drinking

Claim CVOCs not extend off-site

Possible that CVOCs from former dry cleaning operations in the area



Soil Data Sites

Source:
TCEQ VCP 
Application



Groundwater Data

• Do Not Have Access to Site Groundwater Data from sources easily 
available to me



Current Status

A Response Action Plan (RAP) will be submitted to TCEQ upon 
approval of the CES Griggs Road VCP Site APAR. The RAP will 
describe the remedial activities proposed to address constituents 
detected at the Site. Pending development and implementation of 
the RAP, the CES Griggs Road PRP Group will implement quarterly 
groundwater monitoring to evaluate the stability of CVOC 
concentrations in Site groundwater.



Assessment

• Worst problems were resolved by the U.S. EPA

• Site currently in VCP at TCEQ –
• very slow to no clean-up –

• using risk assessment and land use concepts

• Hard to understand conclusions regarding groundwater issues

• No good analysis available about off-site storm water issues

• Blight on the community from a developmental standpoint if nothing 
else



Potential Future Action –
Sense of Community Desires

• Become involved in the development of the work plan for the 
Response Action Plan (RAP)
• Meet with agencies to determine their current willingness to require and/or 

undertake more remediation actions

• Meet with Lubrizoil and/or other PRPs

• Meet with City of Houston

• Initiate environmental justice research and contact EJ group at EPA
• School and surrounding residential health issues 

• Economic

• Issue Notice of Intent To Sue under RCRA
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